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This editing business, it turns out, is actually Paors Notes oo 1 | 
pretty hard stuff, especially when you're a Crash and Burn?........ 3 
mental spastic. Just as I was beginning to Me And My QL eons 5 

; ; ‘ | QED, APD Editor...... 7 
experience delusions of adequacy over getting > 
out the last Newsletter, I looked through my Is The QL Dead? ...... 10 


PSION Tip (ASCII) ..... 11 
Helper ireen 

Meeting Notes......... 
Next Meeting.......... 


copy and discovered that the middle page was 
reversed and that I had called for articles by NLT 
Monday, the 6th. (Monday was the 9th). I tried to 
get my family to proof read it for me, but 
NOOOOO ... Then I discovered I'd lost Gary's 
disk. If that wasn't enough, just as I needed to hit the home stretch to make the deadline 
for this Issue, my daughter commandeered the OL for a term paper. Buggers. 


By the time you read this, (if I actually get it done) the second "Miracle In Newport" will 
be history. I hope that many of you were there. Be sure and look out for the July- 
August Newsletter to find out about all the, as the Brits put it, juicy bits. This, however, 
brings up the little matter of whether or not you'll be getting the July-August Issus, 
since your current subscription has elapsed with THIS ISSUE! 


It's springtime and springtime is a time for renewal. Surely, you'll want to know lots 
more about the Super Gold Card, the QXL, the Graphics Card, the SCSI and IDE 
interfaces and all the new software and hard- ware we got to put our hands on in 
Rhode Island, or, maybe just find out what the heck all those letters mean. We'll be 
publishing reviews of programs, new hardware, magazines and lots more. Anyway, it's 
only $10, so PAY UP!!! 


The end of your subscription also means the end of the terms of the NESQLUG officers 
elected last May. Elections for new officers will be held, I believe, in July. If you've got 
that yen to serve, let's hear from you. 


You know, the best part of being the Editor, for me, is that I can add those little Editor 
comments in parenthesis, eg, (blah, blah, blah .... ed) and it's actually my name. Neat, 
eh? Is this noise in my head bothering anyone? 


NESQLUG NEWS is the Journal of the New England Sinclair User Group. It is 
published bi-monthly. Annual membership is $10.00 for North America - $15.00, 
rest of the world. (US Students $5.00) Unless Copywritten by the author, the 
material herein is considered P.D. General meetings are held on the 1st Saturday 
of odd-numbered months. Special meetings, when scheduled, are held on the 
1st Sunday of even-numbered months. Meetings which would fall on a holiday 
weekend are held on the following weekend or as announced. NESQLUG will 
exchange newsletters with any group supporting the QL. NESQLUG has a 
software Library which is available to members free of charge. 
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7~ TO CRASH, BUT NOT TO BURN - MAYBE 
Ed Kingsley 
In the last Newsletter I mentioned how Al Boehm happened to call me right after I had locked-up QUILL 
while "up scrolling". He kindly gave me a short SuperBasic program which helped me to recover the text 
of the _doc that I was sure I had lost. His program allowed me to look through the QL RAM until I located 
the work area QUILL had used to construct the document and then to transfer the text safely to a File. 
Here, then, is the rest of the story (and the program). 


First, the standard disclaimers. This program will allow you to look at what's in your RAM anytime that: 
1) SuperBasic is fully functioning AND, 

2) You can access it. 

If you crash the whole system, including SuperBasic, this won't help. 


If you use a front-end shell program such as TASKMASTER or QRAM, or a multi-taskirig suite like 
XCHANGE, which allow you to move between programs or PERFECTION or TEXT87, which allow 
you to move in and out with <CTRL/C>, this strategy will probably work - IF SuperBasic is still 
operating. 


Here's the scenerio: You've been working on a QUILL_doc and haven't SAVEd recently (at all) when 
you find that the cursor has frozen. That's usually, as they say, "that", but, if pressing <CTRL/C> or 
ALT/9, etc., turns on a blinking cursor, you're probably in SuperBasic and all may not be lost after all. 
NOTE: Be sure that QUILL is really "hung", because once you leave it you might not get back again. 


—~ Type "CLS" and <ENTER> and, if the screen blinks and/or one or two familiar windows appear, 
LRUN the following program. If you just find yourself in another program, keep <CTRL/C>'g until 
you get to SuperBasic. 


Here's the program Al Boehm gave me: 


100 i=163840 : REMARK start of main RAM (Hex=28000) 
110 REPeat loop 

120 PRINT CHRS (PEEK (1)); 

130 i=i+1 

140 IF INKEY$<>'':STOP 

150 END REPeat loop 


RUN this and it will sequentially read each byte of the RAM starting at Address 163840, and print it to 
the screen. When you find what you're looking for, press any key and the program will STOP. Typing 
"PRINT i" + <ENTER>, will show you where you are (the Address) in RAM. New Lines may then be 
added to the program to OPEN a (new) File and PRINT the text to "it" instead of to the screen, thus 
rescueing your work. (see Lines 175, 185 and 270, below) 


This turned out to be a long process with a TRUMP CARD (896K RAM) and would be longer still on a 
GOLD CARD. After watching endless lines of mostly undecipherable code roll by. I made some 
changes to speed things up. I counted the number of characters/ line and lines/screen and had the 
program jump 1558 bytes between lines so that each line represented one line of an entire screen. 


I knew the text I was looking for would take up several screens and gambled I would recognize the 
text as I passed through the general area. When I thought I was getting close, I reduced the jump to 
779 bytes, or 1/2 of a screen/ line. To keep track of where I was, I also added instructions to print out 


the RAM Address as each line finished printing to the screen. The program now accepts changes in 
"jump" increments while running. (Refer to Lines 110 thru 125). 


Lines 175 and 185, starting with REMARK are the instructions needed to SAVE the text to a File. 
Remove the word "REMARK" when you reach your text and revise the Device and File name required. 
Re-RUN the program with the correct RAM Address, and whatever PRINTs to the screen will also 
PRINT to your File. Pressing ALT+ -> (right cursor key) will halt the program and CLOSE the File. 

10 REMark A program by Al Boehm to read the QL RAM 


12 REMARK Meddled-with (Input & Display) by Ed Kingsley 
14 REMark 15-23 April 1994 


16: 

100 MODE 4: WINDOW 512,206,0,0: BORDER 4,2: CLS: CLS#0 

105 INK#0,7 

110 AT#0,3, 3: PRINT#0,"ALT+ = +770" 

115 AT#0,3,26: PRINT#0O,"ALT+ = -770" 

120 AT#0,3,49: PRINT#0O,"ALT+ = 1” 

125 AT#0,3,69: PRINT#0,"ALT+ = STOP” 

130 INK#0,5 

135 INPUT TO 2,"Type STARTING ADDRESS (ENTER = 163840): “;ramadd$ 140 IF ramadd$='': 


ramadd=163840: ELSE ramadd=ramadd$ 
145 AT#0,1,3: PRINT#0, "ADDRESS = "; ramadd 


150 PRINT 

155 INPUT TO 2,"Specify jump INTERVAL between Lines (ENTER=1): "“;jump$ 160 IF jump$ ='': 
jump=1: ELSE jump=jumps 

165 AT#0,1,26: PRINT#0,"INTERVAL = ";jump 


170 CLS:n=0 

175 REMark OPEN NEW#4,raml_myFile 

180 REPeat loop 

185 PEMark PRINT#4, CHR$ (PEEK (ramadd)); 
190 PRINT CHRS (PEEK (ramadd)); 

195 ramadd=ramadd+1 

200 n=n+1 


205 IF n=82 

210 n=Q: ramadd=ramadd+ (jump-1) 
215 AT#0,1,13: PRINT#0O, ramadd 

220 END IF 

225  q=CODE (INKEYS) 

230 IF q=209: jump=jump+770 

235 IF q=217 AND jump <=770: jump=1 
240 IF q=217 AND jump >770: jump=jump-770 
245 AT#0,1,37: PRINT#0, jump? ' ' 

250 IF q=193: jump=i 

255 IF q=201: EXIT loop 


260 END REPeat loop 
270 CLOSE#4 


The more you edited your document, the more fragmented the text will likely be when you 
find it. Often, multiple entries will be found if text has been moved, copied, inserted, etc. 
The bottom line, however, is that it's still there and it CAN be retrieved and reassembled. 
An Editor program will be a decided asset here. This might also work with ARCHIVE - 
Peter? 


I got a very nice letter along with an article from Harold Jones, of Montrose, PA. "IN THE HEART OF 
ENDLESS MOUNTAINS". Both were interesting and informative and I took the liberty of excerpting 
several lines from his letter to compliment his article. 


Dear Ed, 


Enclosed is my ... article. I am a member of NESQLUG (obviously) and QUANTA. I subscribe to QL 
WORLD, UPDATE, IQLR and BYTE, - yet I find that I am certainly not on the cutting edge of the QL. 
I am almost convinced that there is a highly secret and esoteric journal circulated only to the 
cognoscente whose names I see repeatedly, especially in QL World and Quanta. ... I have been 
getting a free ride on the QL, so to speak, for the past 8 years, since I have never made a contribution 
to any of the publications. So, by sending this, I will be able to expiate my guilt. (I enjoy using words 
that the "Qtyp" program doesn't know. I'm trying to get even with it.)... I am 73 years old and retired. 
I do enjoy using the QL. It disproves the adage, "Build a better mousetrap and the world will beat a 
path to your door". 


ME AND MY OL 


Harold Jones 


My system consists of a QL with Trump Card, dual 720K disc drives and a Star NX-1000 printer. 1 
used to use ICE and Expanderam. They are now my backup system with one of my two spare QL's. | 
re-ink my 10 printer ribbons with a MAC INKER from Computer Friends. 


I have been using a QL since January of 1986, and I must state at this point that without ICE, I would 
have chucked it out in February. Using ICE was a great way for a relative novice to begin. 


I now use XCHANGE about 75 % of the time. I would use it almost exclusively except that I have 
"Turboquill+" for a book project that I have been working on for a long time and I am too lazy to 
convert the macro's (if that's the right word) to the XCHANGE QUILL glossary. I also have installed 
"Qtyp", "Qram", "Qpacl", "Capslock", by Stevenson, "Screenoff", by Kingsley and "Bicolumnifier:, by 
Padlipsky and Hale. The last two are from the NESQLUG library. ("Screenoff" was written by Klamer 
Schutte, and published in QL World, May 1989. I only typed it in for the Library .... ed) 


I like XCHANGE because the Psion suite is there in multitasking form and the exchange of 
information between tasks is expedited. It makes the QL a real computer. I don't understand or see 
the value of the TSL process which is available. I dislike "Qtyp" only because of the English spelling. 
Whoever said, "America and England are two countries separated by a common language." is 
certainly correct. 


I also have "Qpac2" which I don't use because I was not able to integrate it with XCHANGE. I have 
read and reread the "Qpac2" manual and I am somewhat confused. I do use hotkeys routinely and 
have (7) printer drivers installed to which I can switch at will. 


As to other programs outside the Psion suite, I don't like "Geneologist". I don't think it is user 
friendly to non-British users. Perhaps I should try the Third Edition. (... I think Gary Norton has 
written a review of the 3rd Edition for an upcoming issue of IQLR) 


There is one utility that I would like to have. It is "DESKTOP", by Robin Stevenson, which was 
published as a series in QL World. I typed out the whole bit and made the several corrections which 


were published from time to time, but I never could make it work. (... I think Peter Hale has had a bit 
more luck with this program. Peter?) 


I use QUILL for correspondence and the cookbook I am rewriting; ARCHIVE for maintaining 
inventories of my various collections; and ABACUS for preparing family event calendars, 
chronologies, indexes and other lists. I seldom use EASEL. For many of my inventories, | use DBeasy 
from Bill Cable. It is an excellent program and | will like it even better when I use it with ramdisc. | 
have one complaint, however. I can't seem to use it with the "Capslock" program. (... Mr. Cable ?) 
Everything except the book is done with XCHANGE. 


The cookbook I am rewriting) is 300 pages long with family recipes and many 

family anecdotes. It has been through several editions and the early ones were printed exclusively on 
my Spirit MT-80. I wore out two printer heads and finally the printer itself, plus one printer head on 
my Star printer, also two membranes and the plastic space key on the QL keyboard. 


The first two editions were done using microdrives, 24 of them. In my experience, Microdrives were 
certainly maligned unjustly. Out of 100 of them, I have had 3 defective ones. I quickly admit that I 
managed to corrupt a few along the way. 


One I corrupted was "Concept 3D", an excellent program, but no longer available. I had copy 1103, 
from Curry Computer. I'd like to get another, but its author and Curry have given up on the QL. 


lam interested in CAD and I have been struggling for a long time making a map of my property and 
house using QLAD from the Quanta library. One day I hope to buy "3-D Precision" CAD System 
from DP. 


I am also interested in Desktop Publishing and have used "Page Designer" from the Quanta Library 
with very limited success. I look forward to buying "Page Designer 3", from DJC. 


However, my next major purchase will be an inkjet printer if I find one that will work well with the 
QL. I would appreciate some advice! 


I plan to use my QL's forever or until they wear out, whichever comes first. I would like a compatible 
portable. I had expected to obtain a Z-88 but they seem to have disappeared like Baby Jane. 


Whatever happened to the Z-88, and Baby Jane? 
(... he may or may not know Baby Jane, but I do know that Mike Jonas has been looking for a Z-88 
himself recently, any luck Mike?) 


FINIS 


Thank you, Harold. No offense intended, but remind me not to lend you my printer or keyboard. If 
any readers out there have answers to Mr. Jones's inquiries, please send them to: RR 1 Box 368 B1, 
Montrose PA 18801, or call him at (717) 278-3914. Or, better yet, write an article and send it to me. 


(... if anyone finds a copy of that insider magazine that Harold mentioned in his letter, I'd appreciate 
a review of it for the Newsletter ... ed) 


QED - A Public Domain Text Editor 
Ed Kingsley 


About two years ago, NESQLUG obtained a copy of the IFE Library of public domain 
software. The Index to the 7,523 Files (47MB of programs) of the IFE Library contained 309K+ 
of text in a single File. On the Index disk was.a "runtime" version of the PD editor, "QED", 
which was intended to be used to view the Index data base. For me, it was love at first Byte. 
(sorry...) 

"QED" was copywrited in 1988, by Jan Bredenbeek of Hilversum, Holland, and has a look and 
feel similar to the editor, "ED", which was supplied by Metacomco with their Language 
Development Software packages and also to Digital Precision's EDITOR which appears to be 
similar to "ED". 


QED is small, fast, configurable, has MACRO capability and is "free". 


Small - this Assembly Language program is only (7,900) Bytes long! Compare this with 
Metacomco's ED @ 21,548, MASTERSPY @ 33,970, QD Editor @ over 48K with PE Files, DP's 
The EDITOR @ 61K+ or EDITOR-SE @ a whopping 91,666 + Turbo Toolkit. Obviously, QED 
leaves you much more room for the File(s) you wish to edit and the other programs you can 
multitask it with. 


Fast - the IFE Library uses QED to view their Index Data Base. A search, from top to bottom of 
the 309K + Index, using "Find" took less than 3.5 seconds! The same search with THE 
EDITOR-SE took 1 minute and 45 seconds. A Repeat search for a string (which occured 1231 
times) took 2 minutes and 2 seconds in QED and 8 minutes and 24 seconds in EDITOR-SE, 
more than (4) times longer! 


Configurable - The size of QED's window and its on-screen location, paper and ink colors, 
character sizes, margins, tabs and the default data work space are all configurable and will 
remain as defined until changed. 


MACRO's - MACRO's are one line programs, sometimes called Command Files, that are 
typed in at the command line (or stored in ALTkeys or other Files) which execute one or more 
commands when run. For example, this article, which is being written in TurboQuill+, will be 
loaded into QED after being "printed" to a "_lis" File (see PSION Tips) and will then be 
stripped of its end-of-line Carraige Return codes by using the following "MACRO" or 
Command File: 


<F3> RP(CE;CL;DC;N) (refer to PSION TIPS, for a complete explanation) 


Without a Gold Card, the process is astonishingly fast, not to mention fun to watch. With a 
Gold Card, I don't think you would see much more than a blur. MACRO's for exchanging, 
inserting/ deleting text strings; formatting margins, rows and columns and many other 
automatic sequencing procedures can be written with this small Editor. An annotated list of 
the QED commands appears below. 


"Free" - The full version of QED v1.01, with associated Files, is on IFE Library Disc - G013. 
Contact Mike Jonas (see NESQLUG Officers) for a copy. 


I really like QED. In addition to an editor, I have been using it as a 10K+ name/ address data 
base for more than two years now, and I can't imagine anything simpler, easier or faster for 
the purpose. For simple data bases, it might just be the computer equivilant of 3x5 cards. 


Like many editors, QED is not a word processor and has no printer facilities or character 
attributes (underline, bold, etc.). Text may, however, be saved to a File, imported into QUILL 
or another WP and printed out from there. To Import into QUILL, SAVE the QED File with a 
"_lis" or "_exp" suffix. Files may be printed as they appear on screen by "SAVEing to Ser1", eg, 
SA/Ser1/. 


For reasons Í do not understand, I cannot read-in QUILL "_doc" Files. It may have to do with 
the way QUILL handles paragraphs? If a _doc File is first printed to a "_lis" File (or Exported, 
in EXCHANGE) it can then be read-in easily. I have experienced no problems with any other 
kind of text Files. 


If you have never used an Editor, QED is friendly and an easy way to find out what editors 
are about. If you already use an editor, QED is probably similar. 


I have compared QED to DP's EDITOR_SE, and I should note that QED has only a fraction of 
the latter's commands and capabilities. It is, however, far more compact, faster, easily 
multitasked (in multiple !) and just plain handy to have around. li is my basic all-purpose, 
utility editor, data base and friend. 


Instead of trying to explain every detail of QED, I think you might get a better idea of what it 
can do by looking over the following lists of commands. 


The QED Cursor controls and Function Keys: 


ee me ee ew ee re we re rs me me a a ee a a a a a a www ee a a 


ee WAS cents ee Tabulate Right (Insert or Overwrite mode) _____-——. 
a SEN VER Fees Split and generate a new Line (Insert mode) = 
Pe eee Sera Move the cursor to a new Line (Overwrite mode) _____. 
__LEFT ARROW ____ Move the cursor left -one character _ _ L L Lnn. 
__RIGHT ARROW__ Move the cursor right - one character = 
_ SHIFT LET no Move the cursor left - one word L L22. 
_ SHIFT RIGHT ___ a Move the cursor right - one word 0 2- 
__CTRLLEFT 22 Delete left_-one character = 
__CTRLRIGHT oa ge Delete right - one character, = 222. 
__SHIFT CTRL LEFT __Delete left_-oneword 0 
-SHIFT CTRL RIGHT ___Delete right- one word _____ 
SALT LET aaa Move the cursor to the start of the Line __________. 
ALTRIGHT __ ood Move the cursor to the end of the Line 
5 CTRL ALT LEFT A Delete Line L 
~_CTRLALTRIGHT ___ Erase to the end of the Line 22L 
__UPARROW ___ Move the Cursor one Line -up___ L. 
-DOWN ARROW. Move the cursor one Line - down _____________ 
“CATUR o oaa ScrolloneLine-up = 
~_ALTDOWN__ _ ____. Scroll one Line - down _ LL. 
__SHIFTUP _ _______ Move up one page 22M. 
__ SHIFT DOWN Move down one page 2- 
~TCTRLUP ________ _Search- backwards (see "BF" command) _________. 
- ETRLDOWN ______ Search - forwards (see"F" command) = 
oF 5 a NeS Restore Current Line to its pre-edited state (Undo) ____. 
"TRL Display "HELP" information (this File) __________. 
F2 ____Re-execute the last command Line _____-----———- 
a= Se a a Enter and execute a command Line = == 
“"SHIFTF3. OOO O Recall (to edit) the lastcommandLine 
hz Tee ee Toggle between the InservOverwrite Modes, 
ie eee Redraw the screen display (for multitasking) _____——. 


The QED Command Line instructions. 
These are entered only after entering Command Mode by pressing <F3>. 


These commands may be combined into compound instructions, or MACRO's, as 
discussed above. See PSION TIPS, elsewhere in this issue for an example. 


A/s/ Insert a Line /s/ (After the current Line) ____——--—-—---—--——- 
a Jee ae Move to the B sottomoofthe File L L222. 
Se: O Mark theEndofaBlock ==, 
BF) Backwards "Find" (upward search) for /S/ ==, 

BS Mark the Start of a Block O. 
oœ gs es Move the Cursor tothe End of the Line == 

: ERA Move the Cursor one position to the Left 2 

a eee n Move the Cursor one position to the Right ____________—___. 
__CS__________ Move the Cursor to the Start oftheLine = 
a eee. Delete the current Line = 
>): ee aa Delete the (marked) Block = = 
et: | eee Delete the Character under the the cursor 22nn. 
2 DW- ane Delete the Word to the right of the cursor LLM 
-EW L Lann Exchange /s/ with Y 22a 
-EQS n Exchange /s/ with /V, but ask first = = L222 
ARSE S Ba he Forwards "Find" (downward search) 22an 
dd SH iaa E a a A Insert the Line /s/ (aboye the current Line) = 
| ea E Insert a copy of the Block (above the current Line) = 222 
big VA aS Insert File /s/ (above the the current Line) L 22n 
-L Join the next Line with the current Line L22 
-M_n Move to Line n (number) = 
N aa e Move the Cursor to the Next Line - down LL22 
SOW e Sat a Move the Cursor to the Next word - right = 
SIR eee an e TE! Move the Cursor to the PreviousLine-above == 
ARW ee Re ee ee: Move the Cursor to the Previous Word - let = 
SE IE are Quit QED without saving the text = 
pare). Eee eter Read a new File /s/ into the Editor LOAD) 2 222 
ARD eoa eE RePeat command(s) until there's an error _______ 
SMe tes char oe! ReTum to the previous Line G Line buffer) = 
ee ee eee Split the Line atthe cursor-down = 
SSA eit SAve the text to the File /s/ (eg, SA/Fip2 MyFile/) 
ae eee eee Show (Goto) the Beginning of the marked Block 2222 
at.) ere eens SHow the current Editor status 
ot * eee Set the Left margin to "n" ss sCs~C~‘“‘C*S*S*S™SCSCS 
-SRn ee Set the Right margin to "n" CS 
NGS DAE Set the Tab distance to "n" ______ LL 
eer: Move to the Top (left) of the File HOME) = 
et eas Bree TYpe the string /s/ atthe Cursorposition ss C~« 
E et a oust had tact Undo the (new) changes on the current Line ________ 
__WBis/ Write the Block to the File /s/-eg, WB/Flp2_MyFile/ _________ 
EE Sons ee eee EXit, writing the text back tothe original File 
ee INO S Use eas Sue ee gl cm ie ay sae eee 
BE nn nr = a number in the range of (1 to 65539 SSSC*~«S 
AS aes seep tg a = a text string between two delimiter characters. 
-IY ____ = 2) tent strings /s/ and /v - to be exchanged 


IS THE OL DEAD? 
By Al Boehm 


In "Quanta" magazine and from our own NESQLUQ members, there is talk about switching 
over to another computer, usually an IBM. Surely, there should be no guilt over buying a new 
computer that better fits your needs? I suppose it is the idea of lost friendships that causes such 
feelings, for the QL has developed quite an elite set of members. But, let's keep things in 
perspective. 


I have been programming since 1965. I have written thousands of programs, some of which are 
running on main frames and PCs throughout the world. I am part of the Distributed Interactive 
Simulation (DIS) community, which is one of the latest computer growth areas, with real time 
image generators operating in concert all over the globe. At work, there are various main frame 
computers available including the Cray, Silicon Graphics computers, all types of IBM PC 
clones, and MacIntosh computers. My son has used an Amiga for graphics and animation. 


I have to be knowledgeable about all these computers because they are the tools that are used 
in my work. But, for certain kinds of work, | still choose the QL or its offspring the THOR and 
QXL. SuperBasic and its compilers, Turbo and Qliberator (within QDOS) are hard to beat at 
any cost on any computer, bar none, although there are times when the QL limitations require 
that another computer is used for higher picture resolution, greater storage, or greater speed. 


There are several projects I am hoping to do this next year that only the QL can do so well. 
First, I want to use INTERNET, the information highway, more. The QL hooked up to a 
modem works really well for this use. 


Next, I want some hands on experience with interactive distributed simulation. What is better 
than to hook up several QLs over the net to get a feel for what really happens when many 
computers are used in parallel? 


Finally, I have five grandchildren. The oldest was impressed last week when his name was 
printed out 20 times on the screen. I wrote, some years ago, a flash card program for the ZX-81 
which my youngest daughter used. It's time I wrote some similar stuff for my grandchildren. 


QUILL is hopelessly outdated when it comes to fancy output. But, if you were going to teach a 
seven year old how to word process, what better program is available? 


Now, I still need help from other QL users. | thank Mike Jonas for his help at the last meeting 


in setting up the QXL-QL Net. The point is, I have a need for the QL and NESQLUG and 
believe that many of you do too. 


THE INTERNET AND OTHER ON-LINE SERVICES 


The Miami, Florida, syndicated columnist Dave Barry has figured out that the Information 
Superhighway is, (to the best of my memory): 


"Pretty much the same as CB, but with more typing." 


10 


PSION TIPS or, Stripping To The Bare Minumum 
Ed Kingsley 


A "pure" ASCII text File, one without printer codes, is much more easily transfered between different 
s^ types of word processors, Editors or computers. 


If you have an Editor program with MACRO capabilities, stripping a QUILL_doc File down to ASCII text 
can be accomplished rather simply. I use the public domain Editor, QED, which is available from the IFE 
public domain software library. (see a review of QED elsewhere in this issue) Proceed as follows: 


Step 1 - Load the QUILL_doc into QUILL. 


Step 2 - "Print" the QUILL_doc File to a Device (Flp_, Ram_, etc.) without allowing QUILL to access a 
Printer_dat File, by: 


a) Removing the disk or mdv cartridge containing your Printer_dat File, temporarily from its 
drive or from RAM disk. 


b) Pressing <F3> for command mode 
Pressing <P> for PRINT 
Pressing <ENTER> to accept "current" document 
Pressing <ENTER> to accept “whole” document 


c) Then, instead of pressing <ENTER> a third time which would send the document to your 
printer, type in a Device and File name, eg., Flp2_MyFile, and then press <ENTER>. 


This last action transfers the _doc File to a new File without any printer control codes except for end-of-line 
"carriage return" codes. QUILL will automatically add the suffix "_lis", to this new File, eg, 
T Flp2_MyFile_lis. 


Step 3 - Load the newly created "_lis" File into an Editor. You will see 
a "carriage return" character at the end of each line of text. Step 4 - Strip out the end-of-line 
carriage return codes by: 


a) Typing <F3> to get into command mode. b) Typing-in the following command: 


RP (CE; CL; DC; N) + <ENTER> 
The following editing sequence will commence and be repeated (RP) until an error occurs, in this case 
when the end of the File is reached: 


1. (CE) The Cursor moves to the End of the current Line 

2. (CL) The Cursor moves one space to the Left (over the code) 
3. (DC) Deletes the Character beneath the Cursor (the code) 

4. (N) The Cursor moves to the Next Line 


SAVE the ASCII text File to a new File name. The ASCII File can be "Imported" back into QUILL, if 
required, by adding the suffix "_lis" or "_exp". 


NOTE: If you use EXCHANGE, you may skip Steps 2a, b and c. The QUILL "Export" command will create 


a File with the suffix "_exp", which is (as near as I can tell) the same as a "_lis" File created without a 
„> Printer_dat as above. 


VW 


HELPER - A File Handling Utility 
Gary Norton 


HELPER, a utility program written by Bill Cable of Wood and Wind Computing, Cornish, NH, is a 
teriffic front end for the unexpanded QL. It is best used on a QL with extra memory, but will work on a 
128K memory machine. It requires approximately 25K of memory for itself. 


Once started, as the screen will say , be patient. It takes about 45 seconds to load and a menu with ten 


options appears. A clock also appears in the lower right corner of the screen. The clock displays the 
time, date, and the elapsed time HELPER has been running. 


The First option is DIRectory. Once selected, it asks which MDV, FLP, RAM, or other Drive you want 
the DIRectory of. A list of Files from the selected Drive appears in a window on the screen. A menu in 
another window gives options of Exit, DIRectory, Copy a File, Delete a File, or View a File. In View, 
<CTRL> + <F5> will pause the screen and <F5> restarts it. Exit brings you back to the main menu. 


The Second option of the main menu allows you to COPY Files from one medium to another. It initially 
asks if the Drives are ready. If so, you select the Source Drive, then the Target Drive. You get the same 
selections as in DI Rectory. Select the Source and it gives you a listing of all the programs on the Drive. 
Selecting the Target Drive does likewise. A menu then asks your choice of Exit, All Copy (Clone), 
Selective Copy, or Copy by alphabetical order. COPY works very much like the WCOPY command on 
Toolkit II. If you don't have TK2, this option alone is worth your acquiring the program. 


Third, is a PRINT option. Select the Drive, as above, and the File to PRINT. You are then asked if you 
want to PRINT to Serl. If you respond negatively to that query, you are then asked if it is to Ser2. These 
are your only two options. 


The Forth option allows you to Set the Date and Time on the QL. With a Gold Card this option isn't 
required but, without one, this is the easiest way to set the Time and Date. It is similar to the method 
used on other programs, where you use the up or down arrows until the correct settings are displayed 
and press <ENTER> when they are set. 


The Fifth option LRUNS a Boot or other SuperBasic program. 


The Sixth option runs (EXEC's) the Psion programs. I would like to see two additions to the Psion 
option. The program was apparently written for microdrives, so it doesn't ask which of the Psion 
programs you wish to load. It assumes there will only be one on the medium, such as the microdrive 
cartridges. If you're using a disk with all of the Psion programs, you won't get the results you're 
looking for. 


The second enhancement I'd like to see is, when a Psion program or a program selected with the LRUN 
option is Quit, you would go back to the HELPER menu. As it's written, you're returned to the 


SuperBasic cursor. 


Option Seven is a Waiting command if multitasking is being used. If selected, you get the statement 
"Waiting. Press <ENTER>" 
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/~ Option Eight QUITs HELPER and resets the windows for your next selection. 


Select option Nine and you'll get two pages of explanation of what HELPER is and hints cn using the 
options. Read these and you won't have to read this article. 


Finally, there is option Ten, FORMAT. It was programmed with the microdrive cartridges in mind. It 
asks if you want the medium formatted 1 to 9 time. You don't need to format a floppy disk more than 
once, but it is a good idea to format a cartridge several times, especially if it is new. This stretches the 

tape before you load your programs onto it and helps to prevent it from stretching afterwards, which 
might result in a loss of your data. 


I give high marks to Bill Cable for his efforts on this program. He's well known for his ARCHIVE based 
programs, but this one is done in SuperBasic. It is non-compiled so, if you're inclined to do so, it can be 
altered to suit your needs. Compiling it would cut down on the LOADing time and decrease the 
deadtime getting the computer going. 


Before I had Toolkit II, this program allowed me to do several of the tasks only avaliable on the Toolkit. 
Many QL users won't need TK? if they have HELPER. I highly recommend it for those without TK2 
and especially those wihout disk drives. It will make your computing life much easier. 


MEETING NOTES - April 10th at the home of Dorothy and Al Boehm, Bedford, MA Joyce Blayho - 
transcribed by Ed Kingsley 


A "special" meeting was held to discuss what kind of presence NESQLUG wants to have at "Miracle In 
Newport 2", and other topics of interest. Al Boehm confirmed that we would have a table at "MIN2" 
and we discussed what, if anything we would like to put on it. It was agreed that a banner identifying 
NESQLUG would be appropriate. After a short fight, Al "bought" the banner. We voted to have extra 
copies of the May-June Newsletter available to distribute to attendees and agreed it might be good 
marketing strategy to also have copies of the NESQLUG Library available on disk to entice potential 
subscribers to join up. Mike Jonas "bought" the disk copies and Ed Kingsley agreed to print up 
provocative Indexes of the Library disks to entice and seduce the unwary. 


The matter of who would be temporarily filling the offices of Director, Editor and Recording Secretary 
until July, in the absence of Will and Judy Horton, was raised and quickly abandoned on a voice vote. 
Someone inadvertently mentioned the problem again after tea and lunch-like snacks had been served 
by Dorothy Boehm, and the matter was reluctantly re-discussed. Former NESQLUG Director, Al 
Boehm, selflessly re-offered his services as Director Pro Tem and Ed (already sucked into it for one 
issue anyway) Kingsley graciously volunteered to peck out yet one more Newsletter. Joyce Blaho, 
seemingly disinterested and merely voting "present" until someone pointed out that there was a 
Christmas Tree Shop less than a mile from the "MIN2" Conference site, suddenly became interested 
and agreed to be Recording Secretary, "as long as it didn't involve taking notes or anything". Just 
kidding, Joyce. This very article is being transcribed from a message on my answering machine by 
Joyce, from Al's, more or less. The more is Joyce, the less is me. 


After tea and re-elections, Al displayed a weather map downloaded from the INTERNET and then 

demonstrated a sophisticated program that, thanks to us tax payers, he's been working on for awhile. 
The program analyzes satellite climatalogical data and predicts the percentage of cloud ccver likely to 
occur over any given area of the world at a specific time of year. Very handy for farmers, astronomers 


ba 
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tourists and military strategists. Al hopes to get clearance from the government and is "porting" the 
program back to the QL. With luck, and if the winds are with him, it will be available at "MIN2". It was 
developed in SuperBasic and compiled on the QL, then ported over to MS-DOS to conform to 
government specs. Chalk another one up for the QL and Al Boehm. 


Ed Kingsley demonstrated the program "DiscOver" (also sold as IBM Copy) which converts QL text 
files to IBM Format and vise versa. Ed plays in a couple of Bluegrass Bands and one of the band 
members is a subscriber to an INTERNET "List" about Bluegrass and Old Time Music, BGRASS-L. Ed 
does not yet have an INTERNET address of his own and he "borrows" the BGRASS-L correspondence 
which his colleague downloads for him to an IBM File. He uses "DiscOver" to convert the +/- 550K 
weekly digest to QL format and "reads" it by scrolling it through the QED Editor (see Review this 
Issue). 


Ed also notes that "DiscOver" has a TRAnslate function that enables him to eliminate the IBM Carriage 
Return (new line) Character when converting to QL text format. See PSION Tips elsewhere in this 
Issue. 

Ed also wanted to demonstrate the Editor program "QED", but due to tea, reelections and lack of 


interest, there wasn't time. ('He' therefore wrote a very long article about it for this issue of the 
Newsletter. ... ed) . 


THE NEXT MEETING 


There will be a "non-regular" NESQLUG meeting at Gary Norton's home in Billerica, MA, on the 12th 
of June, 1994, from 1 PM till +/- 5 PM. 


The topic of the June meeting will be: "Miracle In Newport 2", or what neat new things "I" (you) got in 
Rhode Island. (this does not include stuff from the Christmas Tree Shop, Joyce ... ed) 


Elections of NESQLUG Officers for the year 1994-1995 will be discussed. 


For directions call Gary Norton at (508) 667-2048 
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